[Characteristics of deep vein thrombosis in the elderly].
Deep vein thrombosis is a common condition in geriatric. The identification of risk factors for venous thrombosis in the elderly is important because it allows an appropriate prescription of preventive treatments. The purpose of this study is to identify the etiologic and therapeutic characteristics of deep vein thrombosis of the lower limbs in the elderly. A retrospective study of 155 patients with lower limb deep vein thrombosis confirmed by venous Doppler. These patients were divided into two groups: group 1 (patients aged 65 years or more) and group 2 (patients whose age was below 65 years). A comparison between these two groups was performed. The average age of patients in group 1 was 74.89 years (± 6.43). The sex ratio in this group was 0.68. The thrombosis was more frequently proximal in patients of group 1. Patients of group 1 had significantly more risk factors than those of group 2 (p <0.05). Among risk factors studied, only the cancers were significantly more frequent in group 1 (p = 0.002). The frequency of hemorrhagic events in both groups was comparable but bleeding was more common in patients of group 1 with cancer. Our study confirms the multifactorial origin of deep vein thrombosis in the elderly and the incidence of malignant etiology. The results of this study also call for vigilance in the use of anticoagulants in the elderly especially in the presence of cancer because it is an additional risk factor for bleeding.